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The Whale Museum’s

Soundwatch Boater Education Program

Photo credit: Jeanne Hyde

What is Soundwatch?
Soundwatch Boater Education Program was created by The Whale Museum in 1993. It's
mission is to prevent vessel disturbance to killer whales and other marine wildlife in the
Central Salish Sea.
The Soundwatch Boater Education Program is a vessel monitoring and public
education outreach program.
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Methods
Soundwatch educates and monitors vessels on the water gathering
data on vessel numbers, vessel interactions with marine mammals
from May-September, 10am-5pm, during the whale watch season in
the Haro Strait region of the Salish Sea.
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Education materials

Data sheets
Recreational vessel contact data

Incidence data

Vessel and Whale behavior data

Results-entire dataset
Soundwatch commercial vessel data 1998-2015.

Non-Sig trend. Kayaks: Sig trend since 2012
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Closer look at Kayaks: Sig trend
since 2012
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Total Vessel Incidents
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I. Types used all years

Kayak incidents

I. Types not used all years

Significant upward trends:
• Within 880 m of Lime Kiln
• In the path of whales
• Under power within 0-100 m of
whales
• In the Path (formerly Parked in the
path of whales)
• Fast within 400 m
• 1st Approach head on, behind, or on
shore
• kayaks spread out

Enforcement

Conclusions
From 1998-2015 show slight increases in boats and recent increases in kayaks
engaging in whale watching in turn there are increases in some incident types.
Long-term increasing trends in incidents are those inshore of whales and in the
path of travelling whales placing boats near SRKWs
Education and enforcement matters! Recommend continuation and expansion of
shore and water-based boater education as well as increased enforcement to
accommodate the still growing popularity of wildlife viewing.
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Thanks!
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